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Mister President,  

Dear Roland, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Good morning,  

And for the ones travelling: welcome to Geneva, 

 

It is a great and rare honor, for an international organization like ours, more over for an organization that 

is a rather young at the work on the UPR to be presenting here information about human rights in Samoa 

… so we humbly thank UPR-Info for giving us this possibility. 

The Center for Global Nonkilling, successor of the Center for Global Non-violence (1988-2009), 

was founded in 2010. We are a congregation of some 600 scholars or so working “To promote 

change toward the measurable goal of a killing-free world, by means open to infinite human creativity, in reverence 

for life”. We have ECOSOC special consultative status since 2014 and our scientific publications 

are available for free on our website.  

 

It is also an honor to be able to present our work here, because we work on the right to life and so far, the 

right to life has not been given a lot of direct or comprehensive attention through the UPR process. 

Regarding the right to life, we recall that though all human rights are equal, the right to life precedes all 

other rights; if life is taken all other human rights are cancelled. 

We also recall there are no possible limitations or restrictions to the right to life: one is either 

alive, or not. Issues pertaining to the beginning and the end of life such as reproductive rights, 

abortion, suicides and euthanasia, as well as prenatal and genetic engineering should be dealt with 

in a preventive, humane and sustainable manner, in full dignity. Similarly, the use of force should 

be either avoided or, or if not possible limited and outmost attention is to be given to prevent 

situations in which the use of force may result in harm or loss of life. 

We also quote the Sustainable Development Goal, 16.1: “To significantly reduce violence and 

related deaths everywhere”. 

We do want to know what policies Samoa will design and implement to fulfil that goal. 

  

As we are still improving our reporting method, part of the information I am going to provide 

today is not in our submission. You will find copies of both this Statement and our submission 

on the table. 

 

Presently, we have the means to do only one submission for each UPR session, so why Samoa?  

We have various criteria to make our choice; the info at our disposal, our local contacts if we 

have any or eventually the potentials the country may have to enhance and forward the right to 

life. Regarding Samoa one the decisive factor, I will talk about hereafter, was the fact that it has 
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no army. Peace by peaceful means is in our opinion a necessity to achieve full respect for the 

right to life.  

 

But first, here is a detailed analysis of the situation of the right to life in Samoa. 

 

First, we note with some sadness, that there is no regional human rights institution, or even no 

human rights treaty in the Pacific region. 

We do recommend that such a treaty and an overseeing regional institution be 

established. 

Recalling that though human rights are universal, such regional treaties have also been able to 

incorporate local specififties; I here especially think of custom. 

 

The constitution protects the right to life, but though the death penalty was abolished in criminal 

law in 2004, it is still in the constitution.    

So we recommend amending the constitution to take the death penalty out, but also to 

highlight the value of life in a more happy and dynamic way. 

Ratification of the second optional protocol of the Covenant on civil and political rights 

on death penalty is recommended as well. 

 

Living happily 

Generally speaking, life is well respected, protected and promoted in Samoa. Talking about the 

right to life in Samoa may thereof seem subjective as they are so little accidental or intentional 

deaths. However, every life counts. 

a. Children are duly registered at birth, thus duly recognizing their living existence1. 

b. Infant mortality rate is one of the lowest in the world2. 

c. Abortion is safely monitored and not permitted on request only. However, compared to 

other similar European countries, rates are bit high3. 

d. Homicide rate is exemplarily low4. 

e. Traffic casualties are low as well5. 

f. Life expectancy is one of the best of the world6. 

g. Nevertheless suicide rates are too high7. We here recall that suicides amount to more than 

half of all violent deaths in the world8. Therefore preventing suicide is a primary task for the 

protection of the right to life.  

h. Similarly, efforts to prevent occupational fatalities9 and tourists from injuring themselves 

during outdoor activities need to be sustained and improved. 

i.  Though a majority of the people seems to be favoring it (at least in a poll)10, assisted 

suicide is so far illegal11.  

j. Prenatal and genetic engineering does not seem to be a trend or an issue in Iceland12.  
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Thank you for your peace progresses and for your full attention. 

 
 

 “From the politics of taking life to the politics of affirming it” 
   

“We understand the right to life as being the right not to be killed,  
but also as everyone’s responsibility not to kill others”. 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.unicef.org/gambia/Every_childs_birth_right_-_inequities_and_trends_in_birth_registration_-_2013_report.pdf  
2 <2/1000, http://www.childmortality.org/index.php?r=site/graph&ID=ISL_Iceland; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_infant_mortality_rate#UN_Iceland   
3 14.5 for a 1.000 women aged between 15 and 44. Statistics on abortions, legal or not, are still very partial worldwide. 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/publications/pdf/policy/WorldAbortionPolicies2013/WorldAbortionPo
licies2013_WallChart.pdf  
4 2 casualties in 2012, 0.6/100.00. http://apps.who.int/gho/data/view.main.VIOLENCEHOMICIDEv 
5 15 casualties in 2012, 4.6/100.000, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A997  
6 82 (84 for females, 81 for males), http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.688?lang=en  
7 49 casualties in 2012, 14/100.000, decreasing overall since year 2000, though slightly augmenting for females, « Preventing 
suicide. A global imperative ». World health organization. Geneva, 2014. P. 83 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/131056/1/9789241564779_eng.pdf or 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_suicide_rate.  
8 « Preventing suicide … », p. 7. 
9 A first effort would be to update statistics as they are not available in the International Labor Organization database since 2006 
(6 casualties). http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/help_home/data_by_country/country-details/indicator-
details?indicator=INJ_FATL_SEX_ECO_NB&_afrLoop=763261574944296&datasetCode=YI&collectionCode=YI&country=I
SL&source=1280&_adf.ctrl-state=cp3a08jyk_29  
10 http://icelandmonitor.mbl.is/news/news/2016/01/14/most_support_legalising_assisted_death   
11 http://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Policy-in-Practice2/Country-comparisons/Healthcare-and-decision-making-in-
dementia/Iceland  
12 Kathy Wilson Peacock, «Global issues: Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering», infobase publishing, New York, 2010. P. 85ss.  
We surely lack more precise information on this issue. 
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